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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 

Sir: 

The information disclosure statement transmitted herewith is being filed within three months 
of the filing date of the application or date of entry into the national stage of an international 
application or before the mailing date of a first Office action on the merits, whichever occurs last 
under 37 CFR 1 .97(b). 

This Information Disclosure Statement is being submitted in connection with the above- 
identified application for patent. Applicants submit herewith patents, publications or other 
information of which they are aware, which they believe may be material to the patentability of this 
application and in respect of which there may be a duty to disclose in accordance with 37 C F R 
§1.56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56, 
it is not intended to constitute an admission that any patent, publication or other information 
referred to herein is "prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement 
shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other material information 
as defined in 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56(a) exists. 



Serial No. 10/017,171 



PATENT 

IBM Docket No. RAL920010016US1 



The attached form, PTO-1449, provides a listing of patents, publications, or other 
information as required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(a)(1). 

A copy of each of the items identified on the attached Form PTO-1449 is supplied herewith. 
If any fees are due, please charge account 09-1 990. 

Respectfully submitted, 



^<Joscelyn G. CoCkburn 

Reg. No. 27,069 
. . Attorney of Record 

JGC:ko 
919-543-9036 
FAX 919-254-2649 
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